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Chemical Agents have a long and successful history in France. In the early 70`s, the success story of chemical agents on the French market started with the introduction of Halon 1301 as a new alternative to Carbon Dioxide to protect high valued assets and operational business. As a consequence, Carbon Dioxide became at that time limited to industrial applications (un-manned areas and local applications). Halon 1301 developped into a very popular agent because of its fast extinguishing performance and its personnel safety for manned areas. Typical applications for Halon 1301 have been EDP rooms, telecommunication facilities, control and switch rooms. Up to now, approximately 2.500 Halon systems have been installed in total in France.
As in all other industrial countries, the Montreal Protocol has changed the fire protection industry very much since alternatives to Halon 1301 had to be introduced to the market. In France, the strongest and most successful alternative to Halon 1301 was and still is HFC227ea which is known in France as FM200. In the meantime natural extinguishing agents have gained some market share in the last years but are still on a lower level compared to the segment of chemical agents. Among those, FM200 is representing more than 90% of the volume.
Compared to other European fire protection markets, the market for chemical agents in France today is considerably high because of some specific key characteristics of this market. In France, modular and pre-engineered systems are the key driver to select chemical extinguishing agents since they are offering commercial advantages for applications in existing buildings. In addition, Halon 1301 was very actively promoted in the seventies resulting in a huge acceptance of chemical extinguishing agents in France.Due to the strong execution by the French government of the EU regulation 2037 / 2000, by end of the year 2004 approximately 90% of all installed Halon systems have been either decommissioned or replaced by an alternative solution. Among all replacements of Halon 1301 during the three years of Halon replacement, FM200 has taken about 50% of the market while natural gases have reached only a share of 35% of this business. The huge success of FM200 during Halon replacement is a result of the huge installed base of modular and pre-engineered system for which FM200 is an excellent drop-in solution.
The future acceptance for chemical agents in France is very positive due to the new EU regulation on the use of HFC in industrial applications which should become effective by the end of 2005. This new EU directive will not show any restriction for the use of HFCs in fire protection applications.
Finally, the new generation of chemical extinguishing agents showing no impact on the greenhouse effect is currently introduced into the French market and will assure sustainable growth and demand for chemical extinguishing agents in France for the future. On a long term prospective, France will remain the biggest market for chemical extinguishing agents in Europe and one of the biggest globally.

